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of the fact that dynamic element of will is in the being
of God, God could be conceived as performing cosimic
functions- While Meykandar and Arulnandi Sivam following
him explain the concept of Sakti at some length, Umapati
Sivam brings in Sakti in the context of explaining how God
who is transcendent, assumes personality out of His own
freedom and performs the offices of creation, maintenance
etc. Umapati explains the concept of Sakti in the seventy-
fifth verse of the U^mai (Special) chapter, dealing with the
free state of the soul after the impurities are removed.
He says that the light of pure knowledge in God is called
His power i.e., Sakti. Without God that power does not
stand alone. Just as the sunlight dispels darkness and shows
the sun to us, so the light of Divine grace dissolves the
base bonds of darkness and delightfully shows the supreme
Being to the freed souls.

Following the Sivajnwa Siddhiy^r, speaking from the
perspective of the world, we may state the truth in the
following manner: there can be no life in the world (hhega)
or life of spirit (moksa) for souls without Divine will.10
There are eternal 'processes' in the Divine Reality traceable
as differentiation of one Divine power. Divine will like the
authority of the state is central. It is freely differentiated
according to the different activities for which it is required.
Likewise in the reality of God, there is one Central Divine
Function which is ultimate (paiai) in nature." This function
is differentiated as affection O'ccAa) knowledge (/nawa) and
action (kriy^) in response to specific requirements* God in
contact with these powers of sakti takes up the holy forms
of grace, and initiates the five - fold - cosmic functions in
a sequence.13

This 'thegonic'  process of  divine manifestation  is
described in the Sivajnana siddhiyar as divine genesis and
divine drama* ''As one actor plays the part of many